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Those out of state SuperPACs 

don’t know anything about me.   

Or Montana.   

 

Let’s take them on a tour of our 

state.   

 

 

OUT-OF-STATE SUPERPACS SPENDING MILLIONS TO ATTACK JON TESTER, 
BUY DENNIS REHBERG A SENATE SEAT 

 
HEADLINE: “Millions Spent On Attack Ads In Mont. Senate Race.” [AP, 3/26/12] 

 

Third-Party Groups Spent Twice As Much On Anti-Tester Ads As Pro-Tester Ads. In April 2012, 

McClatchy reported: “In Montana, where Democratic Sen. Jon Tester is facing a tough re-election fight, third-

party groups attacking him have spent more than twice as much on anti-Tester ads than those that are airing ads 

in his favor, according to numbers compiled by his campaign.” [McClatchy, 4/20/12] 

 

“Tester Has Been The Target Of Attack Ads By Outside Groups Like Crossroads GPS.” In May 2012, the 

National Journal reported: “It’s already the fifth spot Tester has run in his reelection campaign, in which he will 

very likely face Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont. Tester has been the target of attack ads by outside groups like 

Crossroads GPS.” [National Journal, 5/7/12] 

 

Tester “Has Already Been Lashed On The Air” By Crossroads GPS. In  May 2012, the National Journal 

reported: “Tester has already been lashed on the air by the GOP-aligned Crossroads GPS, which has also been 

linking him to the president, who is unpopular in the state and will likely lose there by a substantial margin in 

November.” [National Journal, 5/9/12] 

 

Montana Airwaves “Have Been Crowded With Outside Groups.” In May 2012, E&E News reported: “The 

statewide spot marks Tester's sixth ad, but airwaves in Montana, where advertising is not particularly 

expensive, have been crowded with outside groups targeting both candidates.” [E&E News, 5/14/12] 

 

“The Spending [On Third-Party Ads] Has Been Disproportionately Large On The Republican Side” In 

Montana Senate Race. In May 2012, the American Prospect reported: “A century later, those corporate 

interests are back, bigger than ever. Montana’s lone member of Congress, Republican Denny Rehberg, is 

challenging first-term Democratic Senator Jon Tester. The race is shaping up as a test case for the influence of 
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unlimited corporate spending in the post–-Citizens United era. Outside groups are bombarding both candidates 

with ads, though the spending has been disproportionately large on the Republican side.” [American Prospect, 

5/15/12] 

 

“It’s Likely That Pro-Tester Groups Will Be Far Outspent By Republican Groups.” In May 2012, 

American Prospect reported: “Still, it’s likely that pro-Tester groups will be far outspent by Republican 

groups—mirroring the national picture. In 2010, five of the top seven super PACs supported Democrats. But 

American Crossroads outspent all of them combined.” [American Prospect, 5/15/12] 

 

First Ad Attacking Tester Aired “17 Months Before Election Day.” In May 2012, the American Prospect 

reported: “The first ad attacking Tester aired in June 2011—17 months before Election Day. Seventeen negative 

ad buys followed, totaling nearly $3 million by the end of April. None came from a candidate or a party 

committee. Instead, they were purchased by Karl Rove’s Crossroads Grassroots Policy Strategies (GPS), the 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Citizens for Strength and Security, the 60 Plus Association, and other 

organizations allowed unrestricted spending by two 2010 rulings: the Supreme Court’s Citizens United v. 

Federal Election Commission and the D.C. Court of Appeals’ Speechnow.org v. Federal Election Commission, 

which together spawned super PACs and allowed undisclosed donations to flow through 501(c)(4) nonprofits. 

(Super PACs must identify their donors.)” [American Prospect, 5/15/12] 

 

HEADLINE: “National Group Targets Tester Votes.” [Billings Gazette, 6/20/12] 

 

More Than $3 Million Spent By Outside Groups To Attack Tester. In July 2012, the Bozeman Daily 

Chronicle reported: “Conservative super-PAC American Crossroads/Crossroads GPS has bought the most TV 

airtime in Montana. It’s contributed to the more than $3 million spent on ads targeting incumbent Sen. Jon 

Tester.” [Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 7/1/12] 

 

 

 

I took on the Obama 

Administration to put Montana 

back in charge of wolves.   

 

Source: Great Falls Tribune, 

 

TESTER SUCCESSFULLY DE-LISTED WOLVES IN MONTANA 
 

Great Falls Tribune: Tester Inserted Provision Calling for Delisting of Gray Wolf. As reported by the 

Great Falls Tribune, ‘U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont. inserted a provision — calling for delisting the gray wolf 

— in the 459-page budget bill passed by Congress on April 15. There are at least 566 gray wolves in Montana. 

Wolves were returned to state management Thursday by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in compliance with 
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5/6/11 

 

Tester’s delisting law, and a wolf hunting season in Montana is now in the works for this fall.” [Great Falls 

Tribune, 5/6/11] 

 

Tester: “I Have Always Supported Delisting.” In March 2009, the AP reported: “‘I have always supported 

delisting, and this is good news. We need to support folks working together on the ground in Montana on our 

smart wolf management plan.’ Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont.” [AP, 3/6/09] 

 

Tester Co-Sponsored Bill To Delist Rocky Mountain Gray Wolves From The Endangered Species List. In 

September 2010, Senator Tester co-sponsored a Baucus, D-Mont., bill that would declare that the inclusion of 

any Rocky Mountain gray wolf located in Idaho or Montana on any list of threatened or endangered species 

under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 shall have no force or effect. It would also make this Act effective 

with respect to each state on the date on which the Secretary of the Interior certifies to Congress that the 

Secretary has approved a state management plan for the maintenance of Rocky Mountain gray wolf populations 

with respect to that state. [S. 3864, Co-sponsored on 9/28/10] 

 

Tester Co-Sponsored Bill To Delist Gray Wolves From Endangered Species List. In February 2011, 

Senator Tester co-sponsored a Baucus, D-Mont., bill that would grant the full force and effect of law to the final 

rule entitled "Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Final Rule To Identify the Northern Rocky 

Mountain Population of Gray Wolf as a Distinct Population Segment and To Revise the List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife." [S. 321, Co-sponsored on 2/10/11] 

 

Tester “Prodded” Interior Department to Allow Wolf Hunt in Montana. In January 2011, Tester sent a 

letter calling on the Interior Department to reconsider its refusal to allow a wolf hunt in Montana. As reported 

by the AP, “Separately, Democratic Sen. Jon Tester of Montana prodded the Interior Department to reconsider 

its denial last year of a wolf hunt sought by the state.” [AP, 1/26/11] 

  

Tester Asked Interior Department to Reconsider Montana’s Request for Wolf Hunt, Called for State 

Management of Wolf Population. As reported by KECI, “Tester has asked the Department of Interior to 

reconsider Montana's request for a wolf hunt… Senator Tester said, ‘wolves are at the top of the food chain.’ 

Tester says they're having a severe impact on ranchers and wildlife. It's time to turn that management back to 

the state, he said, ‘so we can have a state hunt.’” [KECI, 1/27/11] 

  
HEADLINE – Tester Amends Federal Budget Bill to Declare Wolves Recovered in Montana, Idaho. 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d111:177:./temp/%7EbdLmzA::%7C/home/LegislativeData.php?n=BSS;c=111%7C
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[Missoulian, 3/5/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – Tester Explains Wolf De-Listing Measure in Budget Bill. [KPAX, 4/9/2011] 

 

 

HEADLINE – Tester Expects to Attach Rider That Would Delist Gray Wolves. [Missoulian, 4/11/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – Wolf Protections Expected to Be Lifted by Congress. [AP, 4/12/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – Budget Bill Rider Will Delist Wolves. [Helena Independent Record, 4/15/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – State Takes Back Control of Wolves. [Great Falls Tribune, 5/5/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – Gray Wolves Go Back to State Control. [AP, 5/4/2011] 

 

 

I voted to build the Keystone 

Pipeline.  

 

Source: CQ; Vote 232, 12/17/11; 

Vote 33, 3/8/12; Vote 34, 3/8/12 

 

 

 

TESTER VOTED FOR KEYSTONE PIPELINE 
 

Tester Voted to Expedite Keystone XL Pipeline Approval, Extend Payroll Tax Cut. In December 2011, 

Senator Tester voted for a Reid, D-Nev., substitute amendment no. 1465 that would extend the 4.2 percent 

employee payroll tax rate through February 2012. It also would provide for an extension of Medicare payments 

rates to doctors through February 2012, delaying a reduction scheduled to occur in 2012. The substitute also 

would extend workers' eligibility for certain expanded unemployment benefits through February 2012. It would 

be offset through an increase in loan fees levied by government-backed mortgage lenders Fannie Mae and 

Freddie Mac for guaranteeing loans purchased in the secondary mortgage market. [CQ; Vote 232, 12/17/11] 

Tester Voted To Keep Keystone XL Oil In America And Require The Pipeline To Be Constructed With 

U.S. Materials. In March 2012, Tester voted for a Wyden, D-Ore., amendment no. 1817 that would prohibit the 

export of crude oil transported by the Keystone XL pipeline and related facilities unless the prohibition is 

waived by the president, and require the use of U.S. iron, steel and manufactured goods in the construction of 

the pipeline, with certain exceptions. [CQ; Vote 33, 3/8/12] 

Tester Voted To Approve The Keystone XL Pipeline. In March 2012, Tester voted for a Hoeven, R-N.D., 
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amendment no. 1537 that would provide for approval of the Keystone XL pipeline between Canada and the 

United States. It would require that the route for the pipeline in Nebraska be submitted by the state of Nebraska. 

It also would provide for certain environmental protections. [CQ; Vote 34, 3/8/12] 

 

HEADLINE – Tester Still Supports Pipeline. [Sidney Herald, 10/11/11] 

 

Tester “Absolutely” Supported Building Keystone XL Pipeline. As reported by the Sidney Herald, “During 

a press teleconference last week, U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont, said he is still in favor of building the 

TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline. ‘Absolutely,’ Tester said when asked by the Herald if he supports the 

project. The proposed Keystone XL pipeline could transport up to 830,000 barrels per day, 65,000 of which 

could come from Montana. If permitted, it would begin operation in 2013. [Sidney Herald, 10/11/11] 

 

HEADLINE – Keystone XL Pipeline Agreement Passes Senate: Tester and Baucus Sound Off. [KFBB, 

12/18/11] 

 

Tester Criticized Obama Delay of Keystone Pipeline, Said “Montana Needs Keystone XL Project to 

Begin Now.” As reported by KFBB, “Without this provision, President Obama planned to delay the decision 

until January of 2013, a move Senator Jon Tester has criticized. Senator Tester says ‘Montana needs the 

Keystone XL project to begin now because it will create jobs and energy security. With stronger protections for 

private property, it's time to move this ball forward, and I will remain vigilant that the highest safety and 

environmental standards are respected.’” [KFBB, 12/18/11] 

 

Tester: President’s Decision to Delay Keystone Pipeline Disappointing. As reported by the Billings Gazette, 

“U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., also a pipeline supporter, said the president's decision was disappointing. ‘Just 

as I have supported Montana's renewable energy jobs, I have long supported responsibly building this pipeline 

with the highest safety standards and with respect for private property rights,’ he said in a statement from his 

office.” [Billings Gazette, 1/18/12] 

 

Tester: I’ve Long Supported Building This Pipeline. As reported by the Havre Daily News, “Tester 

expressed once again his disappointment in President Barack Obama’s decision to reject the most recent bid to 

construct a 2,000-mile oil pipe from Canada to Texas. ‘I’ve long supported building this pipeline as long as 

private property rights and safety measures are in place,’ Tester said. He refuted a claim that the denial was 

ideological and added that he feels confident that it will be approved eventually, once certain issues, such as 

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=112&session=2&vote=00034


avoiding the Nebraska aquifer, are resolved. The jobs, he said, are just too important. ‘I think it’s better to do 

business with Canada than the Middle East, and we’re going to do business with one of them,’ Tester said. ‘I 

think this is going to be built, and I think the sooner the better.’” [Havre Daily News, 1/27/12] 

 

 

I voted for a balanced budget 

amendment. 

 

Source: CQ; Vote 228, 12/14/11; 

Flathead Beacon, 12/15/2011 

 

 

 

TESTER SUPPORTED BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 

Tester Voted For A Balanced-Budget Amendment To The Constitution. In December 2011, Senator Tester 

voted for passage of the joint resolution that would propose a constitutional amendment that would require a 

balanced budget starting in the fifth fiscal year after ratification by three-fourths of the states. Under the 

proposal, three-fifths of the entire House and Senate would be required to approve deficit spending, except in 

times of congressionally declared war or in the face of a serious military threat. The proposal would not count 

the Social Security trust fund in calculating overall receipts or outlays. [CQ; Vote 228, 12/14/11] 

 

HEADLINE – Baucus & Tester Support Balanced Budget Amendment. [KXLH, 12/14/2011] 

 

Tester Supported Balanced Budget Amendments That Prevented Tax Breaks for Wealthy Americans 

Making More Than $1 Million. As reported by KXLH, “Both Senator Max Baucus [D-MT] and Jon Tester 

[D-MT] supported the Democratic sponsored bill which failed in the Senate. The legislation would've required 

the President to submit a balanced budget every year. However, it also prevented any tax breaks for Americans 

making more than $1 million.” [KXLH, 12/14/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – Baucus, Tester Two of 20 Democrats to Support Balanced Budget Amendment. [Flathead 

Beacon, 12/15/2011] 

 

Tester One of 20 Democrats to Vote for Balanced Budget Amendment. As reported by the Flathead Beacon, 

“Sens. Jon Tester and Max Baucus were two of only 20 Democratic senators to vote in favor of a balanced 

budget amendment earlier today. The Senate rejected two separate proposals to add a balanced budget 

amendment to the U.S. Constitution, following the footsteps of the House, which fell 23 votes short of the 

required two-thirds majority to pass its own balanced budget amendment last month.” [Flathead Beacon, 

12/15/2011] 

 

Tester: Nation Needs Balanced Budget Requirement Because Congress Squandered Away Surplus. As 
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reported by the Flathead Beacon, “Tester also issued a statement: “This nation needs a balanced budget 

requirement because Congress was given a $236 billion surplus in 2001, then irresponsibly squandered it in a 

matter of months. Unlike previous balanced budget proposals, this responsible amendment requires a balanced 

budget while protecting seniors, Social Security, and middle-class families.” [Flathead Beacon, 12/15/2011] 

 

 

I opposed all those Wall Street 

bailouts.   

 

Source: CQ; Vote 212, 10/1/08; 

Vote 213, 10/1/08; Vote 5, 1/15/09 

 

 

TESTER VOTED AGAINST WALL STREET BAILOUT 
 

Tester Voted Against Substitute on $700 Billion Financial Bailout. In October 2008, Tester voted against 

the Dodd, D-Conn., substitute amendment no. 5685 that would allow the Treasury to use up to $700 billion, in 

installments, to buy certain mortgage assets. The amendment would require the Treasury to create a program to 

insure mortgage assets, would provide for congressional oversight and would limit compensation for executives 

whose troubled assets are purchased. It would call on Treasury to implement a plan to reduce foreclosures and 

encourage servicers of mortgages to modify mortgage terms. The amendment would allow the department to 

immediately use $250 billion in authority to buy assets, with an additional $100 billion if the president certifies 

such an expansion. The president would have to provide a written request for the remaining $350 billion, which 

would be subject to congressional disapproval and subsequent veto override. It would temporarily expand 

federal deposit insurance to $250,000 per bank account. It also would extend dozens of expired or expiring tax 

provisions, including several energy tax provisions. It would provide a one-year adjustment to exempt roughly 

22 million taxpayers from paying the alternative minimum tax on 2008 income and require private insurance 

plans to put mental health benefits on par with other medical benefits. [CQ; Vote #212, 10/1/08] 

 

Tester Voted Against $700 Billion Financial Bailout.  In October 2008, Senator Tester voted against passage 

of the bill that would allow the Treasury to use up to $700 billion, in installments, to buy certain mortgage 

assets. The bill would require the Treasury to create a program to insure mortgage assets, would provide for 

congressional oversight and would limit compensation for executives whose troubled assets are purchased. It 

would call on Treasury to implement a plan to reduce foreclosures and encourage servicers of mortgages to 

modify mortgage terms. The bill would allow the department to immediately use $250 billion in authority to 

buy assets, with an additional $100 billion if the president certifies such an expansion. The president would 

have to provide a written request for the remaining $350 billion, which would be subject to congressional 

disapproval and subsequent veto override. It would temporarily expand federal deposit insurance to $250,000 

per bank account. It also would extend dozens of expired or expiring tax provisions, including several energy 

tax provisions. It would provide a one-year adjustment to exempt roughly 22 million taxpayers from paying the 
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alternative minimum tax on 2008 income and require private insurance plans to put mental health benefits on 

par with other medical benefits. [CQ; Vote 213, 10/1/08] 

 

HEADLINE – Tester Votes Against Bailout, Baucus Votes For. [Billings Gazette, 9/30/2008] 

 

Tester Split With Majority to Vote Against $700 Billion Wall Street Bailout. As reported by the Billings 

Gazette, “Montana's two Democratic senators split Wednesday night on a $700 billion bailout plan for the 

nation's crumbling financial sector. Sen. Jon Tester joined 24 other senators in voting against the bill, saying it 

contained no regulations to prevent a future meltdown and may not even work to blunt the existing crisis.” 

[Billings Gazette, 9/30/2008] 

 

HEADLINE – Tester Votes “No” on Bailout, Baucus Sides With Majority. [Montana Standard, 10/1/2008] 

 

TESTER VOTED TO TERMINATE WALL STREET BAILOUT,  
USE BAILOUT FUNDS TO REDUCE DEFICIT 

 

Tester Supported Preventing Release of Second Half of $700 Billion Wall Street Bailout Funds. In January 

2009, Tester supported passage of the joint resolution that would prevent the release of the second half of the 

$700 billion provided under the 2008 financial industry bailout law. [SJ Res 5, Vote #5, 1/15/2009] 

 

Tester Voted to Prohibit Treasury From Redirecting Wall Street Bailout Funds to Other Purposes. In 

May 2009, Tester voted for the Thune, R-S.D., amendment no. 1030 to the Dodd, D-Conn., substitute 

amendment no. 1018. The Thune amendment would prohibit the Treasury Department from redeploying funds 

returned by financial institutions under the 2008 Troubled Asset Relief Program. The substitute would increase 

the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation borrowing authority to $100 billion, with the option of further 

increasing it to $500 billion. It would also extend an increase in FDIC deposit insurance to Dec. 31, 2013. [S 

896, Vote #179, 5/5/2009] 

 

Tester Voted to Terminate Wall Street Bailout Program, Use Bailout Funds to Reduce Deficit. In January 

2010, Tester voted for the Thune, R-S.D., amendment no. 3301 to the Baucus, D-Mont., substitute amendment 

no. 3299. The Thune amendment would terminate the Troubled Asset Relief Program and require that the debt 

ceiling increase in the resolution be reduced by the amount of TARP funds that are repaid after the date of 

enactment. The substitute would increase the statutory debt limit to $14.29 trillion. [HJ Res45, Vote #2, 

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=2&vote=00213
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1/21/2010] 

 

TESTER HELPED PASS BILL TO USE WALL STREET BAILOUT FUNDS TO PAY DOWN DEBT 
 

HEADLINE – Tester Cosponsors ‘Pay It Back Act’ to Lower National Debt. [KFBB, 2/24/2010] 

 

Tester Cosponsored Bill to Use Wall Street Bailout Funds to Pay Down Debt. As reported by KFBB, 

“Senator Jon Tester is urging congress to use money from the Wall Street bailout, to pay down the national 

debt. Senator Tester is the only senate democrat to vote against the Wall Street bank bailout and the auto 

industry bailout. Now, he wants unused money and repaid money from the bank bailout to go towards reducing 

our skyrocketing national debt. Tester is a co-sponsor of the bipartisan 'Pay it Back Act', a measure that would 

apply bailout funds to deficit reduction. It would also reduce the national debt limit, dollar-for-dollar as the 

money is returned as well as require returned investments from the sale of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac stock 

to be used for debt reduction.” [KFBB, 2/24/2010] 

 

Tester Backed Bill to Stop Federal Government From Spending More Bailout Money, Use Bailout Funds 

for Deficit Reduction. As reported by KFBB, “Tester cosponsored and voted for a measure last month that 

would have immediately stopped the federal government from spending any more Wall Street bailout money. 

The measure would have required all repaid and unused bailout funds to be used to lower the national debt.” 

[KFBB, 2/24/2010] 

 

 

And got rid of those ridiculous 

EPA farm dust regulations. 

 

Source: Business Week, 

10/17/2011 

 

 

TESTER PRESSURED EPA TO DROP FARM DUST REGULATIONS 
 

Tester Wrote Letter to EPA Opposing Regulation of Farm Dust Because “Regulations Will Stifle U.S. 

Agriculture Industry Could Result in Loss of Productivity.” In February 2011, Senator Tester signed a 

bipartisan letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson explicitly opposing any regulation of farm dust. Tester 

wrote: “Indeed, with the need to further increase food production to meet world food demands, regulations that 

will stifle the U.S. agriculture industry could result in the loss of productivity, an increase in food prices, and 

further stress our nation’s rural economy.” [Senator Tester Letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, 

2/15/2011] 

 

Tester Letter: “Common Sense Dictates That Federal Government Should Not Regulate Dust Creation in 



Farm Fields and on Rural Roads.” In February 2011, Senator Tester signed a bipartisan letter to EPA 

Administrator Lisa Jackson explicitly opposing any regulation of farm dust. Tester wrote: “While we strongly 

support efforts to safeguard the wellbeing of most Americans, most Americans would agree that common sense 

dictates that the federal government should not regulate dust creation in farm fields and on rural roads. Given 

the ubiquitous nature of dust in agricultural settings and many rural environments, and the near impossible task 

of mitigating dust in most settings, we are hopeful that the EPA will give special consideration to the realities of 

farm and rural environments, including retaining the current standard.” [Senator Tester Letter to EPA 

Administrator Lisa Jackson, 2/15/2011] 

 

HEADLINE – EPA Says U.S. Rule on Farm Dust Won’t Be Tightened After Review. [Business Week, 

10/17/2011] 

 

Tester: “I’m Pleased Administration Heeded My Call to Back Off Increasing Regulation on Farm Dust.” 

As reported by Business Week, “EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said in a letter to Senator Debbie Stabenow, a 

Michigan Democrat and chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, that she would propose keeping the 

current standard for particulate-matter pollution. ‘I’m pleased the administration heeded my call to back off of 

increasing regulation on farm dust so that farmers can keep doing their jobs,’ Senator Jon Tester, a Montana 

Democrat, said today in a statement in response to Jackson’s letter.” [Business Week, 10/17/2011] 

 

 

 

Look across our state. 

 

I do what’s best for Montana.  

Always.   

 

I’m Jon Tester and I approve this 

message. 

 

 

JON TESTER PUTS MONTANA FIRST.  
ALWAYS. 

 

Tester: Focus on Finding Common Ground and Getting Things Done for Montana. As reported by the 

Great Falls Tribune, “‘The key is to focus on working together, find common ground and actually get things 

done for Montana rather than just blow hot air, as too many in Congress would rather do,’ Sen. Jon Tester, D-

Mont., said.” [Great Falls Tribune, 1/9/11] 

 

EDITORIAL: “Tester Has Made It His Mission to Represent All Montanans.” In January 2009, the 

Missoulian editorial board wrote: “These are the sort of actions that show us Tester has made it his mission to 

represent all Montanans, not just Democrats. And that's the sort of spirit we believe truly represents Montana.” 

[The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-10-17/epa-says-u-s-rule-on-farm-dust-won-t-be-tightened-after-review.html
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http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html


 

EDITORIAL: Tester “Often Seems More Than Willing to Cross Party Lines in Interests of Doing 

What’s Right for All Montanans.” In January 2009, the Missoulian editorial board wrote: “Although Tester is 

a member of the Democratic Party, he often seems more than willing to cross party lines in the interests of 

doing what's right for all Montanans. Thus he was the lone Democrat to vote against giving $15 billion in 

emergency loans to the auto industry, on top of his earlier vote against the $700 billion bailout for the financial 

industry.” [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

EDITORIAL: Tester’s Overall Performance “Has Been Downright Impressive.” In January 2009, the 

Missoulian editorial board wrote: “If his past performance is any indication, Tester will be a fine addition to the 

Appropriations Committee. However, even as we congratulate Tester and wish him well in his new duties, we 

have to note that he hasn't exactly spent the past two years sitting on his hands. In fact, while we might quibble 

with a few of his decisions, his overall performance on the Veteran's Affairs, Indian Affairs and Banking 

committees has been downright impressive.” [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

Helena Independent Record Praised Tester as “Honest, Forthright and Jovial Elected Official Who’s 

About as Open as the Expansive Montana Prairie.” In September 2010, the Helena Independent Record 

editorial board wrote: “Sometimes, though, it’s what a person isn’t that makes him what he is. And in an 

hourlong editorial board visit with Senator Tester Tuesday, it’s refreshing to see an honest, forthright and jovial 

elected official who’s as open as the expansive Montana prairie. It’s not the first time a delegation member has 

visited our editorial board, of course, and not the first time Tester has weighed in here on topics from 

appropriations, to the northern border, to the economy, to war, to life back on the farm.” [Helena Independent 

Record, Editorial, 9/1/2010] 

 

Tester’s “Down-to-Earth, Matter-of-Fact Style Hasn’t Changed a Bit Since He Left Big Sandy for 

Washington.” In September 2010, the Montana Standard editorial board wrote: “One thing The Standard’s 

editorial board has always appreciated about U.S. Sen. Jon Tester is his down-to-earth, matter-of-fact style, and 

that hasn’t changed a bit since he left Big Sandy for Washington. He never comes in with a preset agenda to 

lecture at length about. Rather, he stops by for a visit, opens himself up to whatever questions we’d care to ask, 

and keeps his answers short and sweet to make sure there’s time to cover all the topics. We like the access and 

the openness.” [Montana Standard, Editorial, 9/2/2010] 

 

Op-Ed: Tester “Is A Solemn Workhorse.” In December 2011, Mike Jopek wrote in the Flathead Beacon: 

http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
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“Recall how Tester trumpeted his cornet on a cold January morning, commencing the 2005 Legislature to the 

tune of ‘When the Saints Go Marching In.’ That Legislature invested historically in education. Today Tester is 

a solemn workhorse, the lead sponsor of recent legislation that provides incentives to hire veterans. Significant 

to foodies, Tester earned the praise of New York Times’ Mark Bittman for having the ‘guts to fight Big Ag.’” 

[Flathead Beacon, opinion, 12/15/11] 

 

WSJ EDITORIAL: Tester One “Among The Few Democrats Who Still Care About Blue-Collar Voters.” 

In December 2011, a Wall Street Journal editorial reported: “The Keystone codicil is now being negotiated in 

the Senate, where at least eight Democrats have said publicly they hope the project goes forward: Jon Tester 

and Max Baucus of Montana, Kent Conrad of North Dakota, Joe Manchin of West Virginia, Mary Landrieu of 

Lousiana, Mark Begich of Alaska, Ben Nelson of Nebraska and Claire McCaskill of Missouri. Perhaps they're 

among the few Democrats who still care about blue-collar voters, as opposed to public unions and Mill Valley 

hedge-fund greens.” [Wall Street Journal, editorial, 12/16/11] 

 

New York Times Editorial – Jon Tester, The Well Grounded Senator. [New York Times, Editorial, 

8/10/2010] 

 

New York Times: It’s Good to Know At Least One Senator is Still Firmly Earthbound. In August 2010, 

the New York Times editorial board wrote: “Some nostalgics maintain the Senate was more functional in the 

days when many of its farmer-members used the spring and summer recesses to plant and harvest. That may be 

a myth, but it is good to know at least one senator is still firmly earthbound.” [New York Times, Editorial, 

8/10/2010] 
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