
 
 
 
 

 

July 18, 2012 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Dennis Rehberg 
Chairman  
Labor, Health and Human Service  
  and Education Subcommittee 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2358B Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20015 
 
Dear Chairman Rehberg: 
 
On behalf of the physician and medical student members of the American Medical Association, I am 
writing to express our strong opposition to Section 227 of the draft Labor-Health and Human Service-
Education bill for Fiscal Year 2013 that would eliminate the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ).  With healthcare expenditures responsible for an increasingly large share of our 
nation’s budget, we believe that it is pennywise and pound foolish to eliminate the very agency that is 
dedicated completely to improving the quality, safety, efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare in 
this nation.   
 
Even a brief review of the activities of ARHQ reveals an agency on the cutting edge of addressing so 
many of the challenges facing our health care system. From evidence-based research on prevention 
and care management to increasing the value received for our health care expenditures, ARHQ is 
leading the way in answering some of the most vexing questions faced by all of us who are striving to 
improve health care in our nation.  AHRQ develops information that points the way to critical patient 
safety improvements and investigates how best to integrate health information technologies into our 
complex health care system.  AHRQ is also administering grants throughout the United States to 
study alternatives to our broken medical liability system.  These activities should not be jettisoned in 
a nation that spends more than one-seventh of its GDP on health care. 
 
If health care in the United States is to maintain its place as the finest in the world, the transformative 
research done by AHRQ will be key.  We urge you and your colleagues not to sacrifice this critical 
national asset. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James L. Madara, MD 


