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“Different Kind of Senator” 

 

AD SCRIPT BACKUP 
 

Jon Tester promised us he’d be a 

different kind of Senator.  

 

And he is.  

 

 

EDITORIAL – Montana’s Advocate for Accountability. [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

Tester’s “Down-to-Earth, Matter-of-Fact Style Hasn’t Changed a Bit Since He Left Big Sandy for 

Washington.” In September 2010, the Montana Standard editorial board wrote: “One thing The Standard’s 

editorial board has always appreciated about U.S. Sen. Jon Tester is his down-to-earth, matter-of-fact style, 

and that hasn’t changed a bit since he left Big Sandy for Washington. He never comes in with a preset 

agenda to lecture at length about. Rather, he stops by for a visit, opens himself up to whatever questions 

we’d care to ask, and keeps his answers short and sweet to make sure there’s time to cover all the topics. We 

like the access and the openness.” [Montana Standard, Editorial, 9/2/2010] 

 

Helena Independent Record Praised Tester as “Honest, Forthright and Jovial Elected Official Who’s 

About as Open as the Expansive Montana Prairie.” In September 2010, the Helena Independent Record 

editorial board wrote: “Sometimes, though, it’s what a person isn’t that makes him what he is. And in an 

hourlong editorial board visit with Senator Tester Tuesday, it’s refreshing to see an honest, forthright and 

jovial elected official who’s as open as the expansive Montana prairie. It’s not the first time a delegation 

member has visited our editorial board, of course, and not the first time Tester has weighed in here on topics 

from appropriations, to the northern border, to the economy, to war, to life back on the farm.” [Helena 

Independent Record, Editorial, 9/1/2010] 

 

Helena Independent Record: Tester “A Bit of an Outsider in an Arena Now Dominated By Career 

Elected Officials and “Not What You Picture When Envisioning Washington DC.” In September 2010, 

the Helena Independent Record editorial board wrote: “One of just two farmers in the U.S. Senate [Iowa 

Sen. Charles Grassley is the other], a body that used to be overrun by them, Tester is a bit of an outsider in 

an arena now dominated by career elected officials and shrewd politics. He sports a flat top. He’s missing 

fingers on his left hand. He returns each weekend from the bustle of the nation’s capital to tend his Big 

Sandy organic wheat farm. Indeed, he’s not what you picture when envisioning Washington, D.C.” [Helena 

Independent Record, Editorial, 9/1/2010] 

 

Helena Independent Record: What’s Striking is Tester’s Lack of Agenda. In September 2010, the 

Helena Independent Record editorial board wrote: “What’s striking, though, is Tester’s lack of agenda. 

http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
http://mtstandard.com/news/opinion/editorial/standard-view-straight-talk-with-sen-tester/article_dbc71316-b628-11df-bf84-001cc4c03286.html?mode=story
http://helenair.com/news/opinion/editorial/article_7f853214-b591-11df-ad16-001cc4c03286.html
http://helenair.com/news/opinion/editorial/article_7f853214-b591-11df-ad16-001cc4c03286.html
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Many politicians take over the meeting from the outset, guiding the discussion in whichever way they want, 

barely pausing for a darn irritating question from the darn nagging board.” [Helena Independent Record, 

Editorial, 9/1/2010] 

 

New York Times Editorial – Jon Tester, The Well Grounded Senator. [New York Times, Editorial, 

8/10/2010] 

 

New York Times: It’s Good to Know At Least One Senator is Still Firmly Earthbound. In August 

2010, the New York Times editorial board wrote: “Some nostalgics maintain the Senate was more functional 

in the days when many of its farmer-members used the spring and summer recesses to plant and harvest. 

That may be a myth, but it is good to know at least one senator is still firmly earthbound.” [New York 

Times, Editorial, 8/10/2010] 

 

Tester “Followed Through On A Campaign Pledge” To Conduct An Ethics Audit Of His Office. In 

March 2008, the AP reported: “U.S. Sen. Jon Tester followed through on a campaign pledge and named a 

retired judge to conduct an ethics audit of his office. Tester said such an audit would be ‘unprecedented’ for 

a U.S. senator.” [AP, 3/7/08] 

 

Havre Daily News: “Tester Has Not Only Pledged to Keep Actions of His Office Open to Review for 

Public, He Has Gone a Step Further – Publishing an Independent Report on Ethics of the Office.” As 

reported by the Havre Daily News, “Montana's U.S. Sen. Jon Tester has not only pledged to keep the actions 

of his office open to review for the public, he has gone a step further — publishing an independent report on 

the ethics of the office on the Internet. ‘I think this is the first of its kind of the 535 people who serve in 

Congress,’ Tester said Tuesday. ‘It may become contagious. It was a lot of work but we think it was worth 

it.’” [Havre Daily News, 5/21/2008] 

 

Tester Office Policy Has Stricter Rules Than Senate’s Rules. As reported by the Havre Daily News, “One 

of the points Sheehy noted is that Tester's office policy manual gives stricter rules on accepting gifts than the 

Senate's rules. The Senate rule, which Sheehy says is 'full of exceptions and provisos,’ precludes staff 

members from accepting gifts of $50 or more from lobbyists or organizations that employ lobbyists, and 

cannot accept $100 or more in a year from a single source. Tester's rule is more strict: his staff members 

cannot accept any gifts — even if it’s a cookie or a bottle of pop, the item has to be paid for.” [Havre Daily 

News, 5/21/2008] 

 

  

http://helenair.com/news/opinion/editorial/article_7f853214-b591-11df-ad16-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/11/opinion/11wed4.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/11/opinion/11wed4.html
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He’s a man of intelligence and 

integrity and his actions prove it 

every single day.  

 

EDITORIAL: “Tester Has Made It His Mission to Represent All Montanans, Not Just Democrats.” In 

January 2009, the Missoulian editorial board wrote: “These are the sort of actions that show us Tester has 

made it his mission to represent all Montanans, not just Democrats. And that's the sort of spirit we believe 

truly represents Montana.” [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

EDITORIAL: Tester’s Overall Performance “Has Been Downright Impressive.” In January 2009, the 

Missoulian editorial board wrote: “If his past performance is any indication, Tester will be a fine addition to 

the Appropriations Committee. However, even as we congratulate Tester and wish him well in his new 

duties, we have to note that he hasn't exactly spent the past two years sitting on his hands. In fact, while we 

might quibble with a few of his decisions, his overall performance on the Veteran's Affairs, Indian Affairs 

and Banking committees has been downright impressive.” [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

EDITORIAL: Tester “Often Seems More Than Willing to Cross Party Lines in Interests of Doing 

What’s Right for All Montanans.” In January 2009, the Missoulian editorial board wrote: “Although 

Tester is a member of the Democratic Party, he often seems more than willing to cross party lines in the 

interests of doing what's right for all Montanans. Thus he was the lone Democrat to vote against giving $15 

billion in emergency loans to the auto industry, on top of his earlier vote against the $700 billion bailout for 

the financial industry.” [The Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

Washington Post: Tester is a Trailblazer Bent on “Opening Up the Inner Workings of His Office.” As 

reported by the Washington Post, “And then there's this: He posts his daily schedule on his Web site for all 

the world to see. In a culture where lawmakers spend hours in closed-door meetings, and their activities out 

of the public eye are considered proprietary, Tester is a trailblazer bent on opening up the inner workings of 

his office. His radical practice comes after irate voters in November tossed out longtime incumbents 

implicated in lobbying scandals and as public interest groups clamor for more transparency in the way 

Congress does business.” [Washington Post, 2/4/2007] 

 

 

He posts his schedule online so we 

know who he’s meeting with. 

 

 

Tester’s Daily Schedules Were Available Online, “Fulfilling A Promise” He Made In His Campaign. In 

January 2007, the AP reported: “Finding freshman Sen. Jon Tester isn't very hard these days. Just check his 

Web site. It'll tell you whether he's been in the Senate gym, at dinner with his wife, or meeting with interest 

groups from his home state of Montana. Tester's daily schedules are available in an online archive, fulfilling 

a promise the Democrat made in his campaign against Republican Sen. Conrad Burns last year. Burns 

attracted heat for his relationship with Washington interests most notably convicted lobbyist Jack Abramoff 

and ethics became a central issue. ‘It gives people better access to what I am doing,’ Tester said.” [AP, 

http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
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1/25/07] 

 

Center for Public Integrity: “Tester Absolutely the Head of the Pack” on Ethics and Transparency, 

“What He Has Done Has Changed the Playing Field.” As reported by The Missoulian, “Tester then began 

posting his entire daily schedule online, as well as an archive of past schedules. It was a Senate first, 

‘without precedent,’ staffer Aaron Murphy said, and by fall the rest of Montana's congressional delegation 

had followed suit. ‘Tester was absolutely the head of the pack,’ said Bill Buzenberg, executive director of 

the Washington watchdog group Center for Public Integrity. ‘Give credit where credit is due - what he has 

done has changed the playing field.’ Buzenberg calls political work ‘the people's business,’ adding that 

‘sunlight really is the great disinfectant. How can you vote in the dark, not knowing?’ Posting a daily 

schedule might not seem revolutionary, but Buzenberg said it set a high standard. Doing so not only gave 

citizens insight into how Capitol Hill works, but also curbed temptation - lawmakers would be less likely to 

meet with questionable lobbyists if they knew the meeting would be posted on the Internet for all to see.” 

[The Missoulian, 2/22/2009] 

 

Center for Public Integrity: Posting Daily Schedule Set a High Standard. As reported by The 

Missoulian, “Tester then began posting his entire daily schedule online, as well as an archive of past 

schedules. It was a Senate first, ‘without precedent,’ staffer Aaron Murphy said, and by fall the rest of 

Montana's congressional delegation had followed suit. ‘Tester was absolutely the head of the pack,’ said Bill 

Buzenberg, executive director of the Washington watchdog group Center for Public Integrity. ‘Give credit 

where credit is due - what he has done has changed the playing field.’ Buzenberg calls political work ‘the 

people's business,’ adding that ‘sunlight really is the great disinfectant. How can you vote in the dark, not 

knowing?’ Posting a daily schedule might not seem revolutionary, but Buzenberg said it set a high standard. 

Doing so not only gave citizens insight into how Capitol Hill works, but also curbed temptation - lawmakers 

would be less likely to meet with questionable lobbyists if they knew the meeting would be posted on the 

Internet for all to see.” [The Missoulian, 2/22/2009] 

 

Sunlight Foundation Executive Director: Tester’s Schedule Should Be The Standard That Lawmakers 

Emulate. In September 2007, The Hill reported that Sunlight Foundation executive director Ellen Miller: 

“said Tester's schedule should be the standard that lawmakers emulate, but that more disclosure is better than 

none.” [The Hill, 9/18/07] 

 

Sunlight Foundation – What Senator Jon Tester Did Today: This Is What Real Openness Looks Like. 

[Sunlight Foundation, 1/10/2007] 

 

http://sunlightfoundation.com/blog/2007/01/10/what-senator-tester-did-today-this-is-what-real/
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Tester: I Believe in Transparent Government and This is My Effort. As reported by the Washington 

Post, “Every session with lobbyists, constituents and other lawmakers is conscientiously recorded, including 

names, affiliations and the duration of the meeting. ‘I just wanted to give people an opportunity to see who I 

meet with,’ said Tester, a freshman Democrat who unseated three-term Republican Conrad Burns, helping 

the Democrats win control of the Senate. ‘I believe in transparent government and this is my effort.’” 

[Washington Post, 2/4/2007] 

 

 

He’s cracked down on lobbyists. 

 

Refused their trips. 

 

 

Tester Voted To Bar Members From Flying On Private Planes Without Paying And Bar Members 

From Receiving Gifts From Organizations Or Companies That Hire Lobbyists.  In January 2007, 

Senator Tester voted for a motion to invoke cloture [thus limiting debate] on the an amendment that would 

bar members of Congress from flying on private planes without paying full market price for the trip and bar 

them from receiving gifts from organizations or companies that hire lobbyists. The substitute amendment 

would overhaul congressional lobbying and ethics rules for senators and their staffs and restrict the use of 

and expand the definition of earmarks. It would prohibit senators and staff from accepting gifts and free 

meals, extend the time period before former senators can become lobbyists, prohibit lobbyist-funded travel 

and require trips funded by other private entities to be vetted by the Select Ethics Committee. [CQ; Senate 

Roll Call Vote 12, 1/16/2007] 

 

Tester Voted To Prohibit Lobbyists From Throwing Lavish Parties At Party Conventions.  In January 

2007, Senator Tester voted for an amendment that would prohibit lobbyists and entities that retain or employ 

lobbyists from throwing lavish parties honoring members of Congress at party conventions. The substitute 

amendment would overhaul congressional lobbying and ethics rules for senators and their staffs and restrict 

the use of and expand the definition of earmarks. It would prohibit senators and staff from accepting gifts 

and free meals, extend the time period before former senators can become lobbyists, prohibit lobbyist-funded 

travel and require trips funded by other private entities to be vetted by the Select Ethics Committee. [CQ; 

Senate Roll Call Vote 13, 1/17/2007] 

 

Tester Voted To Overhaul Congressional Lobbying And Ethics Rules.  In January 2007, Senator Tester 

voted for a motion to invoke cloture [thus limiting debate] on the Reid, D-Nev., substitute amendment no. 3 

that would overhaul congressional lobbying and ethics rules for senators and their staffs and restrict the use 

of and expand the definition of earmarks. It would prohibit senators and staff from accepting gifts and free 

meals, extend the time period before former senators can become lobbyists, prohibit lobbyist-funded travel 

and require trips funded by other private entities to be vetted by the Select Ethics Committee. [CQ; Senate 

Roll Call Vote 16, 1/17/2007] 

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00012
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00013
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00016


PAID FOR BY MONTANANS FOR TESTER 
 

 

Tester Cosponsored the Close the Revolving Door Act Extending One-Year Ban on Lawmakers 

Becoming Lobbyists to Lifetime Ban. As reported by The Hill, “Sen. Jon Tester [D-Mont.] signed onto 

legislation on Monday to permanently bar lawmakers from becoming lobbyists after leaving Congress. Sen. 

Michael Bennet's [D-Colo.] "Close the Revolving Door Act," which would extend the one-year ban on 

lawmakers becoming lobbyists to a lifetime ban, got the support of Tester, a centrist Senate Democrat. [The 

Hill, 5/3/2010] 

 

Tester Said Himself And His Staff Would Refuse All Gifts, Meals, And Travel From Lobbyists. In 

January 2007, Tester’s office issued a press release that said: “No Free Lunch. My staff and I will refuse all 

gifts, meals and travel from lobbyists. No Revolving Door. If you leave my staff to become a lobbyist, that's 

fine, just don't expect to work here in the future. Not unlike my farm in Big Sandy, there's much to be done 

in Washington and not a lot of time in which to do it.” [The Political Guide, 1/8/07] 

 

Tester Office Ethics Policy “Far More Strict Than Even New Senate Rules Required” Including No 

Gifts, Meals or Outside Travel. As reported by The Missoulian, “In addition to the schedule postings, 

Murphy and the rest of Tester's staff soon found themselves working under a political ethics policy far more 

strict than even the new Senate rules required. The senator's rules were simple - neither Tester nor his staff 

would accept any gifts, meals or travel, no matter how small. Also, any former employee who left to work as 

a lobbyist was forbidden to lobby Tester.” [The Missoulian, 2/22/2009] 

 

Tester: People “Were Sick and Tired Of Steak Dinners and Campaign Contributions Being Currency 

For No-Bid Contracts and Golf Trips To Scotland.” In July 2007, the Senate Democratic Freshmen 

issued a press release in which Tester said: “Over the past two years Montanans from every corner of our 

state have told me how they had grown tired of the 'business as usual' ways of Washington, and the Potomac 

Fever that too many members of Congress had caught. This freshman class represented a change in the way 

things get done in Washington. We were sent here because people from coast-to-coast were sick and tired of 

steak dinners and campaign contributions being currency for no-bid contracts and golf trips to Scotland. We 

passed sweeping ethics reform days after being sworn in. Congress needs to get this legislation on the 

President's desk.” [Senate Democratic Freshmen, 7/25/07] 

 

 

And has retired Montana judges 

conduct tough ethics audits to make 

sure he’s following his own rules.   

 

2012 AUDIT 
 

HEADLINE: “Montana Judge Lauds Tester In Ethics Report.” [AP, 4/27/12] 

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/95707-lifetime-lobbying-ban-for-lawmakers-picks-up-testers-backing
http://www.thepoliticalguide.com/Profiles/Senate/Montana/Jon_Tester/Views/Ethics/
http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/30960853/detail.html


PAID FOR BY MONTANANS FOR TESTER 
 

  

Montana Judge Gave Tester “High Marks” In Office Ethics Review. In April 2012, the AP reported: “A 

former Montana supreme court justice is giving U.S. Sen. Jon Tester high marks in a new ethics review. 

Tester promised during his 2006 election to have Montana judges conduct periodic ethics reviews of his 

office. Former justice William Leaphart says in a report from earlier this month that he inspected Tester's 

personal records, potential conflicts of interest, gifts, foreign travel and other activities.” [AP, 4/27/12] 

 

Montana Judge Said Tester And His Staff “Perform Admirably In Rejecting Gifts” And The Office Is 

“Very Meticulous About The Policy.” In April 2012, the AP reported: “The judge wrote that the 

Democratic senator and his staff perform admirably in rejecting gifts. He says the office is very meticulous 

about the policy and donates most gifts to charity.” [AP, 4/27/12] 

 

Montana Judge Found Tester’s Office “To Be Transparent With Its Record Keeping And In 

Compliance With Ethical Standards.” In April 2012, the AP reported: “The judge concludes that he found 

the office to be transparent with its record keeping and in compliance with ethical standards. [AP, 4/27/12] 

  

HEADLINE: “Tester Gets High Praise In Ethics Review.” [Missoula Independent, 4/26/12] 

  

Montana Judge: Tester Was “Unique” In His Level Of Transparency And Ethics. In April 2012, 

Missoula Independent reported: “The latest review, made available online today, called Tester ‘unique’ in 

his level of transparency and ethical practice based on in-depth analysis of earmarks, campaign finance 

reports and political activity.” [Missoula Independent, 4/26/12] 

  

 

2010 AUDIT 
  

Tester’s Office Voluntarily Underwent Ethics Review In 2010. In August 2010, a Montana Standard 

editorial reported: “Retired Montana District Court Judge Gordon Bennett took on an interesting summer 

reading project. He volunteered to review the office policies and records of U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., to 

see if the senator and his staff were walking the walk — conducting all business in accordance with the 

ethics policy Tester instituted on the same day he took office in January 2007.” [Montana Standard, editorial, 

8/26/10] 

 

2010: Judge Conducting Ethics Audit Commended Tester For Creating An Office Manual With 

“Simple And Useable Guidelines For Ethical Conduct By His Staff.” In August 2010, a Montana 

http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/30960853/detail.html
http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/30960853/detail.html
http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/30960853/detail.html
http://missoulanews.bigskypress.com/IndyBlog/archives/2012/04/26/tester-gets-high-praise-in-ethics-review
http://missoulanews.bigskypress.com/IndyBlog/archives/2012/04/26/tester-gets-high-praise-in-ethics-review
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Standard editorial reported: “Early on in his four-page report, dated Aug. 12, Bennett pointed out how 

impossible it would be for any government employee to command a grasp of the many-thousand pages of 

Senate ethics rules and regulations. Then he commended the senator for solving the information-overload 

problem by creating an office manual with ‘simple and usable guidelines for ethical conduct by his staff.’” 

[Montana Standard, editorial, 8/26/10] 

 

2010: Judge Conducting Ethics Audit Said Tester Showed “Exceptional Leadership And Dedication” 

To Ethical Standards. In August 2010, a Montana Standard editorial reported: “But overall, he commended 

the senator for demonstrating ‘exceptional leadership and dedication in establishing a new and more 

effective system of ethics development and control for his offices.’” [Montana Standard, editorial, 8/26/10] 

 

2008 AUDIT 
 

HEADLINE – Tester Keeps Campaign Pledge on Code of Ethics. [Helena Independent Record, 

3/7/2008] 

 

 Tester Asked Retired Judge to Conduct Comprehensive Ethics Audit of Office, Made 

Evaluation Public. As reported by the Helena Independent Record, “U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., 

has asked a retired Montana Supreme Court justice to conduct a comprehensive ethics audit of his 

office. Retired Justice John "Skeff" Sheehy of Helena has agreed to perform the audit of hundreds of 

documents at no charge and submit a written evaluation to Tester by April 15, if possible. ‘It's 

unprecedented, to the best of my knowledge,’ Tester said Thursday night. ‘It's all about transparency, 

integrity in government and honesty. Anything we can do to help restore the people's faith in the 

integrity of government, we'll do.’” [Helena Independent Record, 3/7/2008] 

 

Tester “Followed Through On A Campaign Pledge” To Conduct An Ethics Audit Of His Office. In 

March 2008, the AP reported: “U.S. Sen. Jon Tester followed through on a campaign pledge and named a 

retired judge to conduct an ethics audit of his office. Tester said such an audit would be ‘unprecedented’ for 

a U.S. senator.” [AP, 3/7/08] 

 

Tester, “In Keeping With A Campaign Promise,” Completed Ethics Audit That Found He And His 

Staff “Behaved Ethically.” In May 2008, Gannett News Service reported: “A retired Montana judge has 

found that freshman Montana Sen. Jon Tester and his staff behaved ethically during his first year in office. In 

keeping with a campaign promise, Tester, a Democrat, asked former Montana Supreme Court Judge John 

Sheehy to inspect his office rules and practices to determine whether they promote ethical conduct. Tester 

http://tester.senate.gov/Newsroom/03072008_indrecord_pledge.cfm
http://tester.senate.gov/Newsroom/03072008_indrecord_pledge.cfm
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distributed a copy Tuesday of a six-page report Sheehy completed last month.” [Gannett News Service, 

5/23/08] 

 

Public Citizen Watchdog Group: First Time Lawmaker Voluntarily Undergoing Ethics Review. As 

reported by Gannett News Service, “Craig Holman, legislative representative for Public Citizen, a 

congressional watchdog group, said this is the first time he's heard of a lawmaker voluntarily undergoing an 

ethics review. The review comes on the heels of the Jack Abramoff lobbying scandal, in which one House 

member, an Interior Department official, a former White House employee and a handful of House aides went 

to prison for accepting bribes. ‘It's surprising because it would seem to me to draw some attention to himself 

when it comes to the issue of ethics, which is why I suspect no one else has ever done this,’ Holman said.” 

[Gannett News Service, 5/23/2008] 

 

Congressional Watchdog Group: It’s “Surprising” That Tester Bans All Gifts To Himself And His 

Staff. In May 2008, Gannett News Service reported: “It's also surprising that Tester bans just about all gifts 

to his employees and to himself, whether they're from a private citizen, a lobbyist, or from someone who 

works for a company that employs lobbyists, Holman said. The only gifts Tester allows are those given by 

friends that he and his employees knew before they came to the Senate or from people who work for the 

government, like the Montana university system. Tester's definition of gifts includes free cookies. Senate 

rules allow lawmakers and their aides to accept gifts up to $10 in value from lobbyists and up to $50 in value 

from people who are not lobbyists.” [Gannett News Service, 5/23/08] 

 

Congressional Watchdog Group: “It’s Such A Pleasure To Find A Member Of Congress Who Is Self-

Imposing A Very Strict Standard.” In May 2008, Gannett News Service reported: “‘It's such a pleasure to 

find a member of Congress who is self-imposing a very strict standard, a standard that I wouldn't even dream 

of asking Congress to impose upon itself,’” said Craig Holman, legislative representative for Public Citizen, 

a congressional watchdog group. He also said: “It's a pleasure to hear someone taking this serious.” [Gannett 

News Service, 5/23/08] 

 

HEADLINE – Ethics Evaluation Finds Tester Clean. [AP, 5/20/2008] 

 

Havre Daily News: “Tester Has Not Only Pledged to Keep Actions of His Office Open to Review for 

Public, He Has Gone a Step Further – Publishing an Independent Report on Ethics of the Office.” As 

reported by the Havre Daily News, “Montana's U.S. Sen. Jon Tester has not only pledged to keep the actions 

of his office open to review for the public, he has gone a step further — publishing an independent report on 

the ethics of the office on the Internet. ‘I think this is the first of its kind of the 535 people who serve in 
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Congress,’ Tester said Tuesday. ‘It may become contagious. It was a lot of work but we think it was worth 

it.’” [Havre Daily News, 5/21/2008] 

  

 

 

See for yourself and you’ll know 

too: 

 

Screen Text: 

TesterEthicsRecord.com 

 

Jon Tester’s working for Montana. 

 

Every single day. 

 

I’m Jon Tester and I approve this 

message.  

 

 

Tester: “Anything We Can Do To Help Restore The People’s Faith In The Integrity Of Government, 

We’ll Do.” In March 2008, the AP reported: “Retired Justice John ‘Skeff’ Sheehy of Helena, a Democrat, 

agreed to perform the audit. He will look at hundreds of documents at no charge and submit a written 

evaluation to Tester by April 15, if possible. ‘It's all about transparency, integrity in government and 

honesty,’ Tester said. ‘Anything we can do to help restore the people's faith in the integrity of government, 

we'll do.’” [AP, 3/7/08] 

 

EDITORIAL: “We Can Only Be Grateful to Have Someone Like Tester” Pushing for “Scrutiny, 

Transparency and Accountability.” In January 2009, the Missoulian editorial board wrote: “And now that 

President George Bush and President-elect Barack Obama are teaming up to push hundreds of billions in 

economic stimulus funds forward, we can only be grateful to have someone like Tester pushing back, calling 

for meaningful investments that come with plenty of scrutiny, transparency and accountability.” [The 

Missoulian, Editorial, 1/18/2009] 

 

Tester: “The Best Way To Work For The American People Is To Ensure” Transparency And 

Engagement. In January 2007, the AP reported: “‘The best way to work for the American people is to 

ensure that they can not only see what is happening in their government, but that they can take part in their 

government,’ Tester said. Some senators have also championed an independent office to oversee lawmakers' 

conduct. Tester has said he would prefer to leave oversight responsibilities to the Senate Ethics Committee, 

which is already in place, but could be open to creating an office of public integrity.” [AP, 1/9/07] 

 

Tester: Focus on Finding Common Ground and Getting Things Done for Montana. As reported by the 

Great Falls Tribune, “‘The key is to focus on working together, find common ground and actually get things 

done for Montana rather than just blow hot air, as too many in Congress would rather do,’ Sen. Jon Tester, 

D-Mont., said.” [Great Falls Tribune, 1/9/11] 

 

Op-Ed: Tester “Is A Solemn Workhorse.” In December 2011, Mike Jopek wrote in the Flathead Beacon: 

“Recall how Tester trumpeted his cornet on a cold January morning, commencing the 2005 Legislature to 

the tune of ‘When the Saints Go Marching In.’ That Legislature invested historically in education. Today 

Tester is a solemn workhorse, the lead sponsor of recent legislation that provides incentives to hire veterans. 

Significant to foodies, Tester earned the praise of New York Times’ Mark Bittman for having the ‘guts to 

http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/article_657e9252-8c45-55f5-a325-1b1266bc9b03.html
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fight Big Ag.’” [Flathead Beacon, opinion, 12/15/11] 

 

Tester: Congress Needs To Put Aside “Partisan Brinksmanship” And Work Together. In January 2012, 

the Helena Independent Record reported: “Congress can and should move forward on issues like the 

economy and reducing the nation’s debt, but won’t unless the two political parties decide to work together 

and put aside ‘partisan brinksmanship,’ U.S. Sen. Jon Tester said Tuesday in an interview. ‘With the preface 

that we have to work together, we can do something this year (on the federal debt),’ Tester told the Helena 

Independent Record editorial board. ‘If we don’t work together, it’s not going to happen. It has to be a joint 

effort.’” [Helena Independent Record, 1/11/12] 

 

Tester: Congress Must “Put Citizenship Ahead Of Partisanship.” In January 2012, the AP reported: 

“Montanans expect Congress to ‘put citizenship ahead of partisanship’ and get Americans back to work, 

U.S. Sen. Jon Tester said Tuesday after President Barack Obama called for bipartisanship in safely 

developing domestic energy and helping middle-class Americans. Tester said he would continue to focus on 

creating jobs in the coming year.” [AP, 1/24/12] 

 

 

http://www.flatheadbeacon.com/articles/article/real_politics/25768/
http://helenair.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/sen-tester-congress-must-stop-partisan-games/article_d1cae260-3c1f-11e1-9422-0019bb2963f4.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/montana-wyoming-lawmakers-respond-to-state-of-the-union/article_d3e21d5e-7aff-5940-937d-c9f53780b2d1.html

